THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
from the other. Germany worked hard and success-
fully in this sense during the World War. Spanish
Morocco is now in the hands of the Spanish rebels,
and will remain so even in the event of a crushing
defeat of General Franco in Spain. *I have the best
reasons for declaring/ writes Mr, Vernon Bartlett,1
'that in no circumstances would the Spanish Govern-
ment send troops overseas to win back Spanish
African possessions. Spaniards of the Left have never
felt any pride in this Empire which has cost the lives
of so many of their compatriots and which was King
Alfonso's best excuse for organising a large army with
a dangerous interest in politics. If Great Britain and
France want to dislodge Germany from Spanish
Morocco, and even the Canary Islands, they will have
to do so themselves. They will get no help from
Spain/
A further reason is that the mountains of the
Spanish Riff are rich in minerals which are essential
to German heavy industry.
And there is no doubt that already German influ-
ence in Morocco is very great. General Franco is
paying for the help he receives from Berlin with
Moroccan manganese and iron ore. A company
known as Hisma, which has its headquarters in
Seville but is controlled by the German heavy indus-
tries, has been active in supplying ores to Germany,
General Franco has granted it the monopoly for the
export of all minerals from the Riff, although most of
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